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Racial disparities in overdose death

Age-adjusted drug overdose death rates, by race and Hispanic origin: 

United states, 2019 and 2020. 

Source: National Center for Health Statistics, National Vital Statistics System, Mortality.



Prevention

https://www.hhs.gov/overdose-prevention/

Increased research 
and surveillance to 

develop and 
deliver prevention 

interventions 

Facilitate 
implementation 

of evidence-based 
primary 

prevention

Support 
development of 

and promote 
evidence-based 

treatment for pain

Reduce 
inappropriate 
prescribing of 

meds with abuse 
potential



Examples of prevention materials 



Evidence Based Treatment

https://www.hhs.gov/overdose-prevention/

R&D of new 
treatments and 

strategies to improve 
engagement and 

retention

Broaden access to 
EBTs that increase 

willingness to 
engage in care

Increase uptake of 
EBT delivery

Promote integrated 
care for people 

with co-occurring 
conditions



Evidence-Based Practices for OUD



Harm Reduction

https://www.hhs.gov/overdose-prevention/

Advance research and 
demonstrations on 

innovative HR approaches

Promote evidence-based 
harm reduction services, 

esp. integrated care

Expand sustainable 
funding for HR services

Develop educational 
materials and programs to 

reduce stigma



Risk Reduction

Statnews.com



New York City Safe Injection Site

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/about/press/pr2021/overdose-prevention-centers-prevent-59-deaths.page



Greetings from Asbury Park 

(well, somewhere in New Jersey)

Photo credit @drkimsue



Recovery Support

https://www.hhs.gov/overdose-prevention/

Enable access to and 
encourage use of 

integrated recovery 
support services

Improve quality of 
coordinated recovery 

support services

Strengthen recovery 
support services 

workforce

Research and identify best 
practices for RSS and 

sustainability



Examples of Recovery Capital

SOURCE: RECOVERY WAYS, 2018 16



DHCS Behavioral Health Recovery Services 

Project

 Aims to support and expand recovery services for serious mental illness, 
serious emotional disturbances, and substance use disorders. 

 January – March 2022: Soliciting feedback from key stakeholders to inform 
funding opportunities.

 April 2022: Release funding based on stakeholder input.

 Part of the Behavioral Health Response and Rescue Project.

 Contact Recoveryservices@shfcenter.org for more information.

 New funding opportunity: Behavioral Health (BH) Mentored Internship 
program https://www.workforce.buildingcalhhs.com/apply/

 Due Feb. 18; informational webinar Jan. 20 12-1pm

https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/MH/Pages/The-Behavioral-Health-Response-and-Rescue-Project.aspx
mailto:recoveryservices@shfcenter.org
https://www.workforce.buildingcalhhs.com/apply/


What steps can your program take in 

each area to help prevent overdose? 

https://www.hhs.gov/overdose-prevention/

Recovery 
Support

Evidence-
Based 

Treatment

Harm 
Reduction

Primary 
Prevention


